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Prize for Excellence in Comet Observations. 

Early in 1893 The Astronomical Journal offered a special 
prize of $200 to the observer, a resident of the United States, 
who should make the best series of observations for determining 
the positions of comets between 1893, March 31, and 1894, 
September 30. The award has recently been made to Professor 
J. G. Porter, of the Observatory of Cincinnati. The judges 
were Professor Asaph Hall of Washington, Professor Lewis 
Boss of the Dudley Observatory at Albany, and Dr. S. C. 
Chandler of Boston. W. W. C. 

The Discovery of Asteroids in 1894. 

Twenty-four asteroids were discovered in 1894 : twelve by 
Charlois of Nice, six by Wolf of Heidelberg, two by Courty 
of Bordeaux, one by Bigourdan of Paris, one by Borrelly of 
Marseilles, one by Wilson of Northfield, Minn., and one by 
Roberts of England. The number of asteroids now known is 
just about four hundred. W. W. C. 

The Comets Discovered in 1894. 

Five comets were discovered in the year just past. 

Comet a 1894 was discovered by Denning at Bristol, Eng- 
gland, March 26. It was a faint telescopic comet, moving in an 
elliptic orbit around the Sun once in about seven years. It is 
thus a newly discovered member of the solar system. 

The most interesting comet of the year was Comet b, dis- 
covered by Gale, at Sydney, Australia, on April 3. At its 
brightest it was of the 5th magnitude and therefore easily visible 
by naked eye. For a few days an extremely faint tail was just 
visible by telescopic assistance, but a tail of considerable length 
was shown on the photographs obtained by Barnard at Lick 
Observatory, Russell at Sydney, and Wolf of Heidelberg. 
The comet was moving in a parabolic orbit. The spectrum of 
this comet, consisting of about twenty-five bright lines, was 
identical in every respect with that of Comet b 1893. Its prin- 
cipal constituents were therefore carbon and cyanogen. 

Comet c 1894 was.TEMPEL's periodic comet, re- discovered on 
May 8 by Finlay, at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Comet d 1894 was Encke's periodic comet, re-discovered by 
Cerulli, at Teramo, on November 1. 
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Comet e was discovered by Edward Swift at Mount Lowe, 
California, on November 20. It was a very faint telescopic 
comet, and may possibly prove to be de Vico's periodic comet. 

W. W. C. 

The Periodicity of the Sun-Spots. 

Mr. W. T. Lynn has suggested, in The Observatory for 1893, 
August, and 1894, October, that possibly the periodicity of Sun- 
spots is due to collisions with meteors moving in an orbit such 
that their period around the Sun is 11.1 years and the perihelion 
is very near the Sun's surface, the meteors being more numerous 
in one part of the orbit than in others. We commented upon 
Mr. Lynn's interesting suggestion in No. 32 of these Publications. 
We find that identically the same hypothesis is contained in 
Young's excellent book on " The Sun " (date 1881), page 151. 
Professor Young attributes the idea to Sir John Herschel, 
and clearly states its merits and demerits. W. W. C. 

Erratum in Hussey's Logarithmic Tables. 

Since a list of the corrections to these tables was printed in 
the last number of these Publications, it may be well to make 
note of another error, though it is of the character not likely to 
give trouble to any one using them. 

Page no : The characteristic of Nat. sin . 5 60' should be 
o, in place of 9. R. H. T. 

The Latitude Variation at Lick Observatory in 
1893 and 1894. 

For the determination of the latitude by meridian circle 
observations, it has been useful to compute the variation accord- 
ing to the results of Chandler's investigations. His formula, 
given in the Astronomical Journal, Vol. XIV, No. 17, has been 
used for this purpose, and is as follows : 

<j> — <f> = — o".i6 cos [a -f- (t— 2411790) o°.85] 

— o". 1 1 cos A cos © -4- o". 1 1 sin X sin (o — 300 ) 

The variation has been computed for the first day of each 
month, from September, 1893, to January, 1895, covering the 
period during which active work has been done with the meridian 
circle upon the present series. 



